DOCXJMENT RESUME 



ED 444 689 



PS 028 758 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
SPONS AGENCY 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Early Learning: Improving Results for Young Children. 
Education Commission of the States, Denver, CO. 

Metropolitan Life Foundation.; Charles A. Dana Foundation, 
New York , NY . 

2000 - 00-00 

33p.; Additionally supported by the Thomas L. Conlan 
Education Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

ECS Distribution Center, 707 17th Street, Suite 2700, 

Denver, CO 80202-3427; Tel: 303-299-3692; Fax: 303-296-8332; 
Web site: http://www.ecs.org; e-mail: ecs@ecs.org (Order No. 
EC- 00- 01, $5 plus postage and handling) . 

Reports - Descriptive (141) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

♦Change Strategies; *Day Care; *Delivery Systems; Early 
Childhood Education; Policy Formation; Program Descriptions; 
♦Public Policy; School Business Relationship; ♦Young 
Children 

Barriers to Change; ♦Education Commission of the States; 
Goals 2000; State Policy 



ABSTRACT 

Early care and education has been designated as the 
2000-2001 focus of the Education Commission of the States (ECS), a nonprofit, 
nationwide interstate orgeinization that, helps governors, legislators, state 
Eiucation o.ff icials , and others identify, aevciop, and .implement public 
policies to improve student learning at all levels. Noting that there is a 
long way to go before the first of the National Education Goals- -that all 
children will start school ready to leam--is achieved, this report 
identifies barriers to changing the current "nonsystem" of early care and 
education and describes ECS ' s role in addressing this issue. Although many 
states have invested resources in preschool programs and have taken steps to 
improve the quality of early care and education programs, the challenge is to 
together the piecemeal efforts to create a well operating system. The 
2 -year ECS Early Learning Initiative is described as complementing the work 
of other national organizations by serving the needs of ECS policymaker, 
education, and business constituencies by: (1) engaging business communities 

in early learning as an investment in the development of the future 
workforce; and (2) making systemic connections between early learning and 
elementary education. The report delineates the goals for the initiative and 
identifies ways state policymakers, educators, business leaders, parents, and 
advocates can contribute to and benefit from the initiative. The report 
concludes with a list of resources and a list of the members of the Early 
Learning Advisory Council . (KB) 
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ment, discontinuities in curriculum and the classroom discouraging, however. Not only 

environment, and scant attention to helping children and government increased funding, but state 

parents make smooth transitions. governments, businesses and local communities also have 






become much more active in forging partnerships to expand 
access, improve quality, support families and create stable 
sources of financing for early care and learning. More than 
40 states invest state resources in preschool programs, usually 
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in early childhood policy and program development by 
serving the needs of ECS’ policymaker, educator and business 
constituencies. Accordingly, the initiative will bring special focus 
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how to invest limited resources in early care and 
learning. Drawing on and augmenting the best 
Information available from other sources, ECS will 
create a **one-stop shopping*’ page on its Web site. 
This early learning area will enable users to access 
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implement action plans. ECS will provide technical • Within ECS, institutionalization of ongoing expertise 

assistance, including engaging experts on particular and assistance resources targeted to early care and 

early learning issues, drawing on its growing learning as a fundamental component of ECS’ mission. 
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